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ACTS iv. 12. 


Neither is there ſalvation in any other: for 
there 1s none other name under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we muſt be 


ſaved. 


MEN and BRETHREN, 


WI are now arrived at that period of 

my miniſtry among you when, if at 
any time, it is highly expedient, both that 
I ſhould addreſs you with the utmoſt plain- 
nels and affection, and that you ſhould re- 
cerve with meekneſs the engrafted word, 
which ts able to ſave your ſouls*. We are 
about to ſeparate from each other. And it 
is probable that we ſhall never meet again, 


James i. 21. 


till 
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till we appear before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt. Upon this account I wiſh now to 
bring to your recollection the ſubſtance of 
that truth, to promote the knowledge and 
the influence of which, hath been the ob- 
ject of my earneſt deſire. 

You have frequently heard that the 
compallionate Redeemer came into the 
world, to the end that whoſoever beltevel/h 
in ham ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſiing 
{ife*: and you will do well to remember, 
that beſides him there 1s no other ſaviour. 
To him God hath directed the hopes of a 
ſinking world. There is no other alterna- 
tive than either to receive him as our God 
and Saviour, or to be for ever wretched. — 
This is the doctrine of my text; and it is 
the ſubject which I ſhall, in the preſent diſ- 
courle, endeavour to illuſtrate. 

Tux apoſtles Peter and John, having one 
evening drawn together a great multitude, 
by healing a poor man who had been a 
cripple from his birth, embraced that op- 
portunity of preaching Chriſt, and of ex- 
horting and encouraging people to repent- 


* John lll. 15. 


ance. 
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ance. While they were thus employed, 
the prieſts, and the captain of the temple, 
and the ſadducees came and took them into 
cuſtody : and on the next day they made 
them undergo a ſtrict examination before 
the rulers of the people. In the courle of 
that examination Saint Peter boldly de- 
clared to his judges, that the cure which he 
had performed upon the poor cripple was 
done by the power and authority of Chriſt; 
and aſſured them that, notwithſtanding they 
had rejected and murdered the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, yet he was the promiſed Meſſiah ; and 
that there was no other, who could poſſi- 
bly give life and ſalvation. Is, ſaith he, 
2s the flone which was ſet at nought of you 
builders, which is become the head of the cor- 
ner. Neither is there ſalvation in any 

other : for there 1s none other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby vue muſt 
be ſaved. 

In theſe words it is taken for granted 
that, m a moral and ſpiritual view, the 
univerſal condition of mankind is ſuch as 
renders a complete deliverance from it ab- 
ſolutely eſſential to their happineſs. This 

oo | truth 
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truth it was not needful for the apoſtle ex- 
preſsly to mention, becauſe it might be 
ſuppoſed familiar to the perſons to whom 
he ſpoke. The temple, the ſacrifices, the 
law, and the prophets, with which thoſe 
perſons were daily converſant, all united to 
declare, that men are by nature guilty and 
miſerable, and that they ſtand tottering on 
the brink of ruin. Man was not originally 
created in this deplorable ſlate; nor was 
he laid under any fatal neceſſity of ſinning 
againſt God. Adam poſſeſſed full power, 
either to ſtand or to fall. He choſe the 
latter: and in him we all fell, fell to riſe 
no more without the interpoſition of an 
almighty Redeemer. 

WIEN God made the firſt man, he con- 
ſidered him as the head or repreſentative of 
all his poſterity ; and in that character per- 
mitted him to enter into covenant with his 
Maker. According to the terms of that 
covenant, life was promiſed to man, on the 
expreſs condition of perfect obedience to 
the divine will ; and death was threatened 
as the puniſhment of tranſgreſſion. It is 
very probable that, if Adam had preſerved 

his 
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his innocency, it would have been, in ſome 
degree, imputed to all his offspring, and 
that they would have derived from that 
imputation no ſmall advantage. But he 
ſinned ; and, as he was the common {father 
and repreſentative of mankind, his diſobe- 
dience was conſidered, not as the act of a 
private individual, but as the act of the 
whole human race. This doctrine is main- 
tained by Saint Paul. Speaking of Adam 
as a perſon acting in a public capacity, he 
ſaith, By the offence of one man, judgment 
came upon all men to condemnation*, and 
again, By one man's diſobedience many 
were made ſinners . | 

As ſoon as our firſt parents had eaten 
the forbidden fruit, the infection of fin in- 
ſtantly ſpread itſelf through their whole 
frame. In that moment the humiliating 
expreſſion of the prophet became in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe applicable to them, The 
whole head is ſick, and the wile heart faint. 
From the ſole of the foot, even unto the 
head, lere 1s no ſoundneſs in it; but 
wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifymg ſores. 

Romans v. 18, f Romans v. 19. I Iſaiah i. 5, 6. 


B Thus 
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Thus infected, it became impoſſible that 
their children ſhould be born in a ſtate of 
innocence and purity. The ſcripture ſaith, 
Who can bring a clean thang out of an un- 
clean ? Not one*, It is a general law of 
our nature that, when parents are ſubje& 
to any loathſome diſeaſe, the children which 
they beget become ſharers in the infection. 
This law was awfully exemplified in the 
immediate deſcendants of Adam and Eve. 
They came into the world in a ſtate of 
ſpiritual defilement ; and from them the 
contagion hath run through the whole uni- 
verſe; ſo that, among the millions which 
are now annually born, not one eſcapes. 
A conviction of this natural depravity oc- 
caſioned that ingenuous confeſſion which 
was made by the pious monarch of Iſrael, 
Behold, I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin 
did my mother concerve met, It is a me- 
lancholy truth, that we all come into the 
world with the ſtrongeſt propenſities to 
what is evil, and with an utter averſion 
from what 1s truly good. 


Job xiv. 4. + Pſalm li. 5, 
IT 


otherwiſe than by Jeſus Chriſt, 11 


Ir is likewiſe a fact, that the ſinful pro- 
penſities with which we are born do not he 
dormant in the ſoul. They acquire a fatal 
influence, and become the ſprings of our 
conduct. As ſoon as ever we are capable 
of chuſing for ourſelves, we naturally make 
choice of evil, and turn away from real 
piety as a diſguſting object. It is true, all 
do not run to the ſame viſible excels 
in their rebellion againſt the Moſt High. 
The lives of ſome men are profeſſedly looſe 
and profane; and the conduct of others 
is apparently regular and decent. Yet, 
while they continue in a ſtate of unrege- 
neracy, the ſober diſcreet phariſee is as 
much the enemy of God as the profane 
publican or harlot. The apoſtle Paul, 
making a companion between Jews and 
Gentiles, ſaith, Are we better than they? 
No, in no wiſe: for we have before proved 
both Jew and Gentile that they are all un- 
der in; as 2 1s written, There 2s none 
righteous, no, not one: there 2s none that 
underſtandeth, there is none that ſeeketh af- 
ter God. They are all gone out of i way, 
they are together become unprofitable, there 

13-2 75 
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i none that docth good, no, not one *. This 
picture of human nature, which is drawn 
by a maſterly hand, we ſhould, if we could 
{trip ourſelves of all diſguiſe, find to be in- 
variably ſtriking and exact. 

SUCH being our natural depravity, rea- 
fon itſelf teaches us that our condition is 
big with danger. But the beſt information 
on this ſubject is derived from the ſcrip- 
tures of truth. By them we are taught that 
the wages of fin is deathf., The di- 
vine law pronounces the ſentence of con- 
demnation upon every tranſgreſſor: andthe 
ſacred writers deſcribe the puniſhment of 
ſinners in the moſt awful imagery of human 
language. We are aſſured that the ungod- 
ly will be caft into utter darkneſs, into 
a lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone, where there is weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth, where the worm dieth not, and 
where the fire is not quenched ; and that 
the ſmoke of therr torment will aſcend up 
for ever and ever}. Now, whatever may 
be the exact meaning of theſe expreſſions, 


Rom. iii, 9, 10, 11, 12, + Rom. vi. 23. Matt. 
XXll, 13. Mark ix, 48, Rev, xiv, 11, and xxi. 8. 


they 
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they ſerve to ſhew us that the danger to 


which fin hath expoſed us is truly dread- 
ful, and ſuch as ought to convince us of 
our need of that ſalvation which is offered 
to us in the holy goſpel. 

TRE condition of ſinners, though very 
dangerous, is not, however, abſolutely deſ- 
perate: for in the words of my text it is 
ſtrongly implied that Jeſus Chriſt does re- 
ally and actually ſave the periſhing ſouls 
of men. This aſſertion is perfectly agree- 
able to that declaration which was made 
by the merciful Saviour himſelf, God ſent 
not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him 
might be ſaved *. 

Tus ſalvation which Chriſt beſtows in- 
cludes a complete deliverance from fin, 
and from its dreadful conſequences, and 
allo the ablolute attainment of eternal feli- 
city. To give us a clear title to the bleſ- 
ſednels of heaven, he yielded, during his 
whole continuance in life, the molt perfect 
obedience to the divine law; and, to 
ſcreen us from the guilt and the puniſh- 


John iii. 17, 


ment 
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ment of ſin, he willingly endured the ter- 
rible vengeance of Almighty God. When 
he had finiſhed the work of human re- 
demption, he aſcended up to the higheſt 
heavens ; and, that we may be prepared 
to follow him, and to feaſt on everlaſting 
Joys, he now ſends down his Holy Spirit 
into our hearts, to quicken us, to gradually 
purge our minds and our conduct from 
the defilement of fin, and to maintain with- 
in us a growing conformity to the bleſſed 
in heaven. Being thus juſtified by his 
righteouſneſs, redeemed by his blood, and 
ſanctifſied by his Spirit, we ſhall in due 
time aſſuredly be put into the full poſſeſ- 

ſion of immortality and glory. 
Bur though this ſalvation is freely be- 
ſtowed upon ſinners ; yet not indiſcrimi- 
nately upon all. It 1s beyond a doubt, that 
they who live and die in a ſtate of wilful 
impenitence and rebellion againſt God 
ſhall be conſigned to eternal horrors. The 
bleſſings of lalvation are granted to ſuch 
only as are diſpoſed to ſet a proper va- 
luc upon them. Hence the merciful Re- 
deemer declared to the proud phariſees, J 
| an 
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am not come to call the righteous, but fin- 
ners to repentance*, The ſelf-righteous 
man, becauſe he 1s totally unacquainted 
with himſelf, can ſet no value upon the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt : but he who is con- 
vinced that he is a poor wretched ſinner, 
rejoices to find that Chriſt ſaves the guilty. 
He confeſſes and renounces his iniquity ; 
and eſteems the favour of the bleſſed Jeſus 
as a greater treaſure than the wealth of the 
| whole world. He cannot delight in fin, 
becauſe he ſees that it both ruined him, and 
crucified his God: therefore he conſe- 
crates his life to the ſervice of Chriſt. — 
They, and they alone, who thus truly re- 
pent and unfeignedly believe the holy goſ- 
pel are the objects of divine favour ; and 
they are all brought to know by happy ex- 
perience, that Chriſt is a ſaviour, not in 
name only, but alſo in reality. 

For proofs of this turn your eyes to the 
gracious promiſes which the bleſſed Re- 
deemer hath given to the penitent ſinner. 
In the goſpel he ſaith, Come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, and I ill 


* Matt, ix, 13, 
| 


give 
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give you reſt*, This promiſe is poſitive 
and plain. They whoſe ſouls are diſeaſed 
with fin, and whoſe conſciences are filled 
with pain, are freely invited and encourag- 
ed to apply to Chriſt the ſpiritual phyſi- 
cian; and are exprelsly aſſured that he will 
remove their burdens, aſſuage their griefs, 
and reſtore them to health and ſalvation. 
'Thoſe who have ventured to rely on the 
promiſe which I have mentioned, have in- 
variably found that it was not given to 
them in vain. But, leſt any thing ſhould 
hinder - or diſcourage our application to 
Chriſt, he declares further, Him that com- 
et to me, I will in no wiſe caſt. out T. If 
ſinners fall down at the feet of Jeſus, and 
become willing to receive him as their only 
Saviour, and to make his obedience and 
death the only foundation of their hope, 
nothing can poſſibly prevent their ſalva - 
tion. They may be poor and diſtreſſed in 
their circumſtances; they may have ſinned 
with a high hand, and with an outſtretch- 
ed arm; they may have broken through 
every reſtraint ; they may have reſiſted the 


1nvitations 
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invitations and the warnings of the chriſtian 
pulpit; they may have violated the ſtrong 
dictates of conſcience, and have poured con- 
tempt upon the authority of God; yet, if 
they humbly come to Chriſt, none of theſe 
things ſhall bar the door of mercy againſt 
them. Him, ſaith Chriſt, that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. Theſe and 
many other ſimilar promiſes aſſure the re- 
penting prodigal that his heavenly father 
will receive him with kindneſs, and clothe 
him in the robes of immortal honour, 

THar Chriſt actually ſaves the guilty is 
a truth, not only written in promiſes and 
declarations of mercy, but alſo exemplified 
in plain indiſputable facts. 

In the ſeventh chapter of the goſpel ac- 
cording to Saint Luke we read that Jeſus 
Chriſt went into a phariſee's houſe, and fat 
down to meat; and that a woman, who 
was a ſinner, an unchaſte woman, who had 
probably drawn many a youth into the 
ſnares of debauchery and excels, came and 
ſtood behind him at his feet weeping ; and 
waſhed his feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head, and killed 

C tahem, 
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them, and anointed them with precious 
_ ointment. She was filled with the deepeſt 
contrition for ſin; and ſhe believed in 
Chriſt, and loved him much. Now, 
though the phariſee in whoſe houſe ſhe 
then was would have kept her at a diſtance 
from mercy, yet the compallionate Savi- 
our would not let her depart till he had 
turned her ſorrow into joy. He ſaid to 
the phariſee concerning her, Her fins, 
which are many, are forgiven and then 
he ſaid to the poor woman herſelf, 7hy 
fins are forgiven; thy faith hath ſaved 
thee; go in peace, Theſe words were 
ſpoken not ſo much to the car as to the 
heart. They revived her drooping ſpirits, 
and opened to her the doors of eternal bliſs. 
Lr me likewiſe remind you of that re- 
markable diſplay of ſupreme mercy which 
was made to the poor penitent thief who 
was crucihed with Chriſt. This wretched 
melefactor, after having devoted his life to 
violence and plunder, was arreſted by the 
nand of juſlice, and led out to execution. 
When hanging upon the croſs, he united 
with 
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with another thief, his companion m guilt, 
to ridicule and vilify that divine Saviour, 
who was then taking away the fins of the 
world. A few moments more employed in 
ſin would have plunged him into the loweſt 
depths of miſery. But Mercy was deter- 
- mined to gain in thoſe moments a freſh 
conquelt. She pierced his heart with con- 
viction, and cauled hiseyes to overflow with 
penitential tears. Lord, ſaid he to his ex- 
piring Saviour, Lord, remember me when 
thou comeſt into thy kingdom*. No ſoon— 
er did he diſcover a ſincere deſire for the 
ſalvation of his foul than ſeſus ſaid to him, 
To-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſet. 
ANOTHER eminent diſplay of redeem- 
ing mercy is ſeen in the converſion of the 
apoſtle Paul. Born in the full enjoyment 
of rehgious privileges, he apparently ſhone 
like a ſtar of the firſt magnitude in the 
Jewiſh church. Brought up at the feet of 
Gamalic], he poſſeſſed all the accompliſh- 
ments of education. Yet, in reality he 
was the enemy of God and of men. In 
his youthful days he had learned the hor- 


Luke XX111, 42. ＋ Luke xxiii. 43. 


bi rid 
> 
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rid art of perſecuting the diſciples of Chriſt; 
and as he advanced to maturer life, and to 
greater authority and influence, his thirſt for 
the blood of the ſaints became more and 
more intenſe. But when his fury was at 
the hotteſt, the compaſſionate Saviour 
looked down from heaven, and calmly 
faid, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me * ? 
That word immediately changed his heart. 
He became an humble petitioner at the 
feet of Jeſus; and ſoon began to preach 
that faith which he had hitherto zealouſly 
attempted to deſtroy. After his conver- 
ſion he ſaid of himſelf, I thank Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he 
counted me faithful, putting me into the 
miniſtry, who was before a blaſphiemer, and a 
perſecutor, and injurious. But I obtained 
mercy, becauſe I did it 1gnorantly in unbe- 
lref. Henceforth there 1s laid up for me 
a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous judge ſhall give me m the day 
of has appearing f. 

Havixc thus made it evident, both by 
the expreſſions and the actions of Chriſt, 
Ac ix. 4. 11 Tim. i. 12, 13. 2 Tim. iv. 8. 

| that 
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that he really and actually ſaves the periſh- 
ing ſouls of men, I proceed to ſhew you 
that beſides him there is no other ſaviour. 
It is expreſsly and poſitively ſaid in my 
text, Neither is there ſalvation in any 
other : for there is none other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we muſt 
be ſaved. The perſons to whom theſe words 
were originally addreſſed, diſguſted with 
the manner of the Saviour's appearance 
upon earth, deſpiſed his doctrine, denied his 
claim to the charatter of the Meſhah, put 
him to death, and profeſſed their expetta- 
tion of ſome other perſon to be the Re- 
deemer of Iſrael. But the apoſtle taught 
them, that their final rejection of the Son 
of Mary would be attended with their eter- 
nal ruin; for that he was the very Chriſt, 
and that God would never provide for 
them any other ſaviour. The conduct 
which Saint Peter blamed in them, is in 
the preſent day too clolely imitated by the 
greater part of the chriſtian world. Men 
do not indeed deny that Jeſus 1s the ap- 
pointed Saviour of finners ; but they ſtum- 
ble at the very ſame things in the doctrine 

and 
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and the practice of chriſtianity which gave 
offence to the unbelieving Jews: If we do 
not receive Jeſus Chriſt ſimply as he is re- 
vealed to us in the goſpel, we do in fact 
reject him: and if we rejett him we ſhall 
find to our coſt chat there is no other name 
under heaven, given among men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved. 

Wr att a dangerous part if we found 
our expectations of eternal life upon our 
viſible communion with the church of 
God. It is to be ſeared that there are 
numbers who, becauſe they were born of 


chriſhan parents, and have been initiated 


by baptiſm into the charch, and are admit- 
ted to all the ordinances of chriſtian wor- 
ſhip, take it for granted, without any ſeri- 
ous enquiry, that they are entitled to an 
inheritance with the ſaints in glory. But 
what do the ſacred writings declare in this 


matter? They teach us, that where the goſ- 


pel hath its proper effect it comes, not in 

word only, but alſo in power, and in the 

Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſiurance *. 

While the Jewiſh diſpenſation was yet in 
* 1 Ihefl. i. 5. 

force, 
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force, it was ſaid, He is not a Jew, who ig 
one outwardly ; neither is that circumciſion 
which ts outward in the fleſh : but hers a 
Jew, which 1s one nwardly; and circumci- 

ion is that of the heart, in the ſpirit and not 
in the letter, whoſe praiſe 1s not of men, but 
of God *. This language is applicable to 
us who hve under the chriſtian ceconomy : 
for he is not a chriſtian, who is one in name 
and profeſſion only ; but he whole temper 
and conduct are habitually under the influ- 
ence of divine truth. They who reſt in 
the mere forms of godlineſs do as really 
reject the only Saviour as if they were pro- 
feſſed infidels. Their caſe is truly alarm- 
ing. All the inſtitutions of worſhip, which 
are eſtabliſhed in the chriſtian church, are 
means, by which we attain the poſſeſſion 
of ſpiritual enjoyments ; but of themſelves 
they can never ſave the ſoul. The bleſſed 
Redeemer hath declared, Not every one that 
faith unto me, Lora, Lord, ſhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven: but he that doth the 
will of my Father which is m heaven. It 
is likewiſe recorded that, when the phari- 


Rom. 11. 28, 29. Matt. vii. 21. 


ſees 
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ſees and ſadducees went to be baptized by 
John, he ſaid unto them, Bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance ; and think not to jay 
within yourſelves, We have Abraham to our 
father ; for I ſay unto you that God is able 
of theſe flones to raiſe up children unto Abra- 
gam“. His meaning was the ſame as if he 
had ſaid, Seek to poſleſs an active princi- 
ple of holineſs; and do not imagine that 
the want of the righteouſneſs and the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt can be ſupplied by the enjoy- 
ment of any external privileges whatever. 

AMoNG them who ſet up the bare pro- 
feſſion of religion in the place of faith in 
Chriſt, and obedience to him, there are 
ſome, who depend, not ſo much upon a 
profeſſion of chriſhanity in general, as 
upon a profeſſion of it in ſome particular 
community. Through the imperfection 
of human nature, the church of God hath, 
in almoſt every age of time, been divided 
into a variety of ſects. And there have 
always been too many of every denomi- 
nation of chriſtians, who have ſuppoſed 
that none are included in the hit of the 

Matt. iii. 8, 9. 


favourites 
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favourites of heaven, but men of their own 
way of thinking. This however is a fad 
deluſion: for it is ſaid in the ſcripture, that 
in Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new 
creature*, Moſt of you who now hear 
me count it your happinels to be members 
of the national church of England. In- 
deed, the doctrines contained in the arti- 
cles, the homilies, and the hturgy of the 
church juſtify your feelings. To be con- 
nected with a church whole doctrines are 
the genuine dottrines of truth, is no ſmall 
advantage ; yet this circumſtance alone 
cannot ſecure the ſalvation of your ſouls. 
In order to be eternally happy, you muſt 
become true believers in Chriſt, and imita- - 
tors of his example. Saint Paul, both be- 
fore and after his converſion, was of the 
ſtricteſt ſect among the Jews; and yet, in 
the third chapter of his epiſtle to the Phi- 
lippians, he aſſures us that he placed no 
dependance on that circumſtance; but de- 


fired to be found in Chriſt, in whoſe righ- 
* Gal. vi, 1 9 
D "  teouineſs 
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teouſneſs alone he could be juſtified in the 
ſight of God. | 

IT is likewiſe in vain to put any confi- 
dence in the operations of a diſordered 
fancy. It is ſaid indeed in the ſcripture, 
that / any man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he is none of has *. But the influ- 
ences of that Spirit are entirely of the 
ſober rational kind. He works upon the 
human heart by the word of God, and by 
the ordinances of chriſtian worſhip. By 
theſe he inſtructs, comforts, and perſuades. 
By theſe he deſtroys the love of fin, leads 
the aftections to Chriſt, and determines the 
will to a life of genuine piety. This is the 
way in which the bleſſed Redeemer hath 
promiſed to conduct his people to heaven. 
But there are perſons who ſeem to have re- 
ceived another goſpel, and to have diſco- 
vered ſome other method of ſalvation.— 
They place great confidence in ſudden 
impreſſions of the mind, even when 
thoſe impreſſions have not the leaſt con- 
nection with the word of God. Perlons 
pf this deſcription judge of a dottrine or a 


Rom. xiii. 9. 


ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of doctrine; not according to the 
ſupport which it receives from the word of 
God, but according to the force with which 
it ſtrikes the fancy. They conclude them- 
{elves to be intereſted in the bleſſings of re- 
demption, not becauſe they have any evi- 
dence of {uch an intereſt, but becauſe they 
have a forcible perſuaſion of it: and m the 
ſame manner they judge of other objects 
of equal importance. I will not deny that 
there may be a meaſure of this ſpirit, even 
in a good man; but it is not religion: it 
is enthuſiaſm. They who imagine that this 
1s the eſſence, or the ſtandard of real piety, 
in as much as they ſet up the deluſions of 
their own fancy in oppoſition to the word 
and the Spirit of Chriſt, do actually reject 
him, and expoſe themſelves to endleſs ruin. 
It muſt, I think, appear to any unpreju- 
diced perſon, that ſoberneſs of mind is, in 
almoſt every page of ſcripture, repreſented 
as an eſſential part of that holineſs, without 
which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 

Many perſons who profeſs to be chri 
tians do, by confounding the law and the 
goſpel together, {et Moles at variance with 

D 2 Chriſt, 
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Chriſt. The moral law, which was given 
by Moſes, was given, not as a covenant of 
works, but as a mirror in which men may 
ſee the miſery of their condition, and their 
need of a ſaviour. and alſo as the rule of 
our obedience to God. The goſpel, which 
came into the world by Jeſus Chriſt, teaches 
us that, by ſhedding his precious blood for 
us, he hath obtained the pardon of our fins, 
and that, by perfectly obeying the law in 
our behalf, he hath ſecured our acceptance 
with God. It perſuades us, that the bene- 
fits of Chriſt's obedience and death are re- 
ceived by faith alone; and that our good 
works are, not the cauſes nor conditions of 
our juſtification, but the fruits of genuine 
faith. This doctrine gives a ſhock to hu- 
man pride. There are many who, though 
they acknowledge themſelves to be under 
fome ſort of obligation to Chriſt, yet 
will not receive his righteouſneſs as the 
ground of their eternal hope. They ſet 
up the law in oppoſition to the goſpel. 
Like the ancient Jews, being ignorant of 
God's righteouſneſs, and going about to 
eſtabliſh their own T1ghteouſneſs, they have 


Not 
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not ſubmitted themſelves to the righteouſneſs 
of God *. But this is a dangerous expedi- 
ent. The apoſtle Paul ſaith, By the deeds 
of the law there fhatl no fleſh be juſtified in 
the fight of God ; for by the law is the knows 
ledge of nf. If in any degree we depend 


upon our own obedience to juſtify us in 
the court of heaven, we rejett the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt. And the conſequence 
of that rejection is fatal: for the ſcripture 
hath declared that oer foundation can no 
man lay than that which is laid, which is 
Chriſt f. We muſt indeed, if we would 
be ſaved, become fruitful in holineſs; but 
when we have done our utmoſt to ſerve 
God, we muſt build our hope on Chriſt 
alone. However ſinners may depend upon 
their obedience to the law, yet the law 
cannot ſave : the utmoſt power it hath is 
to condemn ; and the ſentence of condem- 
nation 1t hath already pronounced. 
| Burt I will not exhauſt the ſubject, left I 
ſhould weary your patience. You have 
heard that, as both by nature and by prac- 
tice we are all ſinners, we are expoled to 
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endleſs ruin, and that it is impoſſible for us 
ever to be truly happy without the aid of 
an almighty ſaviour. It has been made 
manifeſt to you, by the expreſſions and the 
conduct of Jeſus Chriſt, that he really and 
actually ſaves all, however guilty, who 
make him the object of their dependance. 
And it has been declared, that on whatſo- 
ever foundation ſinners build their hopes, 
except on Chriſt alone, they cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God: for there is 
none other name under heaven, given a- 
mong men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. 
Thele are the truths upon which, during 
the courle of my miniſtry in this place, I 
have been enabled, through the divine 
goodneſs, ſteadily to fix my eye; and 
upon which I have conſtantly laboured to 
fix your attention. The manner in which 
you have conſidered and treated them will 
have no ſmall influence in fixing your 
eternal ſtate. 

IT is a fact too evident to be denied, 
that ſome of you are unacquainted with 
the things which belong to your peace. 
You have made the goſpel of Chriſt and a 

life 


\ 


otherwiſe than by Jeſus Chriſt. 31 


life of exemplary piety the objects of your 
ridicule and ſcorn ; you have {ſtrengthened 
yourſelves and each other in fin ; you have 
deſpiſed the voice which attempted to lead 
you into the way of life; and, when you 
have felt a conviction of the reality and 
importance of religion, you have had re- 
courle to a thouſand miſerable expedients 
to baniſh that conviction from your breaſts. 
I appeal to your conſciences whether theſe 
things be not true. Can you, while you 
continue in ſuch a ſtate, ſeriouſly imagine 
yourſelves to be the diſciples of Chriſt ; or 
expect that after death your portion will 
be in heaven? Alas! I greatly fear that 
your habitual contempt of ſacred things 1s 
the forerunner and the token of your final 
perdition. God is my witneſs that I do not 
ſpeak theſe things to inflame your reſent- 
ment. But I cannot ſee your danger with- | 
out giving you the alarm. If you turn 
away from Chriſt, where can you find 
ſafety? Go, run round the courſe of ſen- 
ſual pleaſures. Or, if profaneneſs ſuit not 
your taſte, go lend your ears to the teach» 
ers who degrade the glorious g0'Þet by re- 

preſenting 
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preſenting it as little better than a ſyſtem 
of pagan morality. Go, glut yourſelves 
with ideas of your moral dignity and worth. 
And with all your fancied excellence go 
fink—No}; it muſt not be. Compaſſionate 
God! let thy grace triumph in their eon- 
verſion. Bring them to the feet of Jeſus; 
and teach them to be happy. 

SINNERS, the language of ſalvation ſtill 
ſounds 1n your cars. If, even now, you 
be willing to receive Chriſt as your Res 
deemer and your God, he will embrace you 
in the arms of his mercy. He waits to be 
gracious. O remember that beſides him 
there is no other ſaviour, To reject him 
is tq embrace deſtruction. Conſider then 
your miſery and want. Fall before his foot- 
tool ; and pray that his blood may cleanſe 
you from guilt, and that his righteouſneſs 
may be your title to eternal felicity. Seek 
the Lord while he may be found; and you 
will experience thoſe joys which at preſent 
your hearts cannot conceive. 

THERE are in this aſſembly many who 
profeſs to know more, and to be more 
ſtrictly religious than others. Suffer me, 


my 
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my chriſtian brethren, to tell you that 1 
am anxious leſt any of you {ſhould fall ſhort 
of that goodly inheritance which you have 
in view. It is poſſible to be pleaſed with 
many things in religion, and yet to be de- 
ſtitute of a real intereſt in the righteouſneſs 
and ſufferings of Chriſt. You have ſeen 
that ſome, by feaſon of their duplicity and 
pride, are a diſhonour to their religious 
profeſſion. They ſeem to ſuppoſe that the 
goſpel gives a ſanction to diſreſpectful be. 
haviour, and to miſguided zeal. They de- 
light in ſlander; and wantonly ſport with 
the feelings of their weaker brethren. I 
know indeed, and am thankful, that this 
is not your general character. I wiſh how- 
ever, that the evidence of your being the 
heirs of ſalvation may be clear to your- 
ſelves, and to all around you. Since 
Chriſt is the only Saviour, I beſeech you 
to make him the object of your perpetual 
regard. Labour to know more of him as 
he is revealed in the bible. Let not a day 
paſs without ſeeking freſh tokens of his 
love. Give him your warmeſt affections; 
and ſet him before you as your brighteſt 


E example. 
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example. Convince the world that his fa- 
vour is dearer to you than life, and that it 
is your chief ambition to live to his glory. 
In this purſuit it is true you will often la- 
ment your weakneſs. But faith draws vir- 
tue and nouriſhment from that fulneſs of 
grace which is treaſured up in the mighty 
Redeemer. Live in humble dependance 
upon him; and he will guide, comfort, 

{trengthen, and ſupport you, ull you quit 
the dull ſcenes of mortality and enter into 
peace. 

SOME of you are young, very young, 
in knowledge and in grace. I can eaſily 
foreſee that diſcouragements and trials will 
attend you. The world will court you by 
its ſmiles, or diſhearten you by its frowns ; 
the condutt of ſome who profeſs to be the 
followers of Chriſt will burden your minds 
with perplexity and grief; the ſnares of 
error, both in doctrine and in practice, will 
be ſpread for your feet; a variety of evil 
thoughts will ariſe in your own hearts; and 
Satan will take advantage of all theſe cir- 
cumſtances to perſuade you that religion 
is a mere dream. But, when tempted to for- 

» fake 
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ſake him who died for your redemption, ſay, 

Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thon, and thou 
only, haſt the words of eternal ife*, Re- 
member that no man having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back, is fit for 
the kingdom of God f. Be not of them who 
draw back unto perdition, but of them that 
believe to the faving of the ſoul. When 
you place much confidence in any object 
beneath the ſkies, you will be puzzled and 
confounded, Chriſt is your only refuge, 
your only hope. Ceaſe then from man, 
whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ; and learn to 
converſe intimately with yourſelves, your 
hibles, and your God. In the bleſſed Sa- 
viour you will meet with nothing to give 
you pain ; but with every thing which can 
chear and animate the ſoul, in life, in 
death, and for ever. 

I Now take my leave of you all, under 
the ſolemn conviction that we ſhall hereaf- 
ter meet again in the awful day of judg- 
ment. In that day J muſt render an ac- 
count of the inſtructions which I have given 


* John vi. 68. Luke ix. 62. f Heb. x. 39. 
you; 
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you; and you, of the manner in which you 
have received them. O that I may then 
meet you with joy, and enter with you into 
thoſe eternal manſions where our ſouls ſhall 
be full of glory, and full of Gd 
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